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Iniversity of Chicago 
Chicago’ IVl. 


My dear Sir Robert; 
* . TN 4 
This letter is not inteded to be merely a reply to your 
last letter but rather a belated reply to your note of April 1917 con- 
gratulating Toronto alumni on the entry of the U.S into the war, in the {@ 


form of a series of comments and suggestions on problemns likely 
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out of the war now so happily ended. The two great gains for us are a 
united nation and Anglo-Saxon solidarity.The Spanish-American war brought$ 
together the North and the South. The Great war owing to the draft ,and 

the war loans participated in by 20 million individuals, conducted as it ™ 
was by a Southern democratic president, has united in real Americanism the 
various racial elements in the North. This is a tremendous gain not only fy 


for us bus for the world. The Germans were a serious danger . That dangert® 


is not past. A deliberate attempt was made to organize citizens and aliens 
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of German birth and descent so as to paralyze ang national eff 


might thwart the purposes of Imperial Germany. They sowed seed in good 


soil—the anti.British sentiment so wide spread and deep in middle west WA 
il WIG 4 2 * 2 j mr 

where Germans, settled in masses, provided a suitable atmosphere. The language 

was a potent means of propaganda. Not only was German spoken exclusively in 


the homes but it was introduced into the grade schools.’ It was a common n 


notion that the language could be best taught by those who spoke, as theimw 
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mother tongue. AS a result German instruction eve wholly 


im the hands of Germans.Almost without exception these teachers were viol- 


ently pro-German throughout the war. The only remedy for this state of 


~ 


affairs is to discontinue or materially reduce the teaching of the language, 
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7 
At first 1 dic not believet that this could be justified as a ermanet pot- 


icy but Iam now convinced that it is absolutely necessarm. Naturally it wi 
will continued to be studied by scietists and philologians because of the 
special literature in German. As far as belleslettres is G@oncerned we can 
dispense with German. The Classics, French, and English offer an immensely 
superior literature written by men who understood liberty and democracy as 
few Germans could.IN Canada the situation is not guite the sameCGermany didl 
not try to organize its people settled in British territory. Their numb- 
ers are small and and the pvro-British atmosphere would hate rendered the * 
ask increasingly difficult with people who understood and apdoreciated Brit- 
ish ideals. The German language does not seem to be a source of politica 
danger in Canada. It can be dealt with entirely on its literary and linguis- 
tic merits. Being an inflected language it is a good instrument for linguis-— 
tic instruction but much inferior to Latin English has it is true a Teutont- 
ic framework but the thought is carried by its Latin vocabulary. Latin 
and French not German will help a student «to a real mastery of English. 
(It is true that ENglish is daed with great skill by men who know no Latin 
or Faench.But this proves little for they constantly hear the language spa 
en by people who have had a suitable linguistic training. I ‘venture to bé- 
lieve that if Latin disappears and with it a knowledge of the sources of 


our vocabulary English will inevitably deteriorate. One has only to read t 


the English of an average Hindu college graaduate to see what would happen 
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to a Latinless generation. The newoaver use of the word transpire is a vod 


s sorely needed inits proper sense and wholly unnecessary: 


Indo 


example . I’ 


in its distorted sense.Latin teachers have not kept this ooin 
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It is too often assumed that the relation between the two languages}is th 

. oe ty peter hanmaniwetiatelan 
apparent as to require no special emphasis. What is now a byproduct of Lath 
study might well become a primary product even in the first year. The 
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French understand this and insist on a Latin basis for the ching of Ka 


m $ . » PHolie Fe ) another voint of view La 
French. IT is quite as important for English. From another pol i 4A 


Latin is valuable linguistically. French is of peculiar importance for Can- 
adians. Canada will continue to be bi-lingual. If every teacher and profess- 
ional man were required to have a reading knowledge of French and to deca 
come acquainted whth newspa ers magazines and books written in Quebec it wh 


would be a long step toward 
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and Wrong have emphasized this 
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I Jam watching closely for some indication of the attitude in this country t 
toward German scholarship.' 1 /owe much to German scholarshio but ! have als 
ys been aware of certain glaring defects. 
collectors of material but their interpretations of 
stitutions are untrustworthy. How coulda they be otherwisesBut the chief o— 
jection is that German scholarshinof fers no by product of culture. [It is a 
matter for comment when A German writes well) it is a matter for surprise 
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when A feenchman or an Englishman writes badly. I /feel that the immedi 
task of Classical scholarshiv is to take the laboriously assembled mater im 
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it to our own. 
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available and reinterpret ancient civ: 
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Investigation should not be di sed from culture.’ In this work British , 


French American and Italiane «er Fi! eyo i oa 
) merican and talians scolars ought to coo_perate. The work of the 
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is a step in the right direction . I hope 
An American commission may go to ENeland. It would oerve to strengtien 

nglo- Saxon solidarity . Already there are signs that a determined and 
widespread effort will be made to stir up distrust of Englandin this cour 
try. It would seem that Canada ought to slay an increasingly imoortant part 
in cementing Anglo-American friendship.Americans fail to recognize that tke 
there is a world wide British democracy of which Canada is an integral part 
And so what is approved of in Canacians is explained by saying » They are 
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just like ourselves-And when they disapprove of things Canadian they blame 


Enoland.Canadians and other Britons in U.S. readily become Americans. 
up vah> 

is ae is : p , : 4 

They do not form organisations tor political except in the case of the 
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it should be perhaps but there in no esxserted action 


American relations.When I .see so many Canadians here 
action ought to be taken to diminisho 
1 4 


do not consult their best 


misapprehension could be removed by some sort of 
in cooperation with the government and manufacturers” 
associations, could fF i ut the opportunities offered by Canada in the wW 
various industries. The press associations would cooperate by ceiving the 
widest publacity to material bearing on the subject_It does not seem to seg 
to continue importing Europeans and exoorting Canadians.I!t 
in disbanding the army an effort should be mad 


these men in Canada. A considerable returned from U.S. fo jotn 


army If would be a dis’ vain te retain these ani other Americans 


propaganda are not so promising. Apparently the Colleges and 
schools turn 


the country can absorb.Furthermore tne general excellence of Canadian 


ucation renders it easy for men to secure lucrative positions here.Some 


thing could be done by inducing College men and women to en 


so many do here.Complete reciprocity between thebrovinces would enable 
fessional men to pass freely from one to another, andsatisfv to some 
the innate wanderlust of the Briton. Inducements ought to be of 
educated Americans te go to Canada.The orofessional barriers now in ex 
istence make it impossible for an American to enter a profession in 
Canada unless he elects to get most of his education theee. Nothing woulc 
Do Weel 


_ ‘ a TALIICAC ™ . 1< pa i kw Jy;nat ar Amanrninanae Immiaog rE rey 
impress the young Canadian, as the sight of educated Americans immigrating 


to Canada. We 
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stopped the outflow of Canadians. 
[I Jsympathize with your desire to secure an outstanding Latinist. Other 


gs being equat it is highly desirable; but I. am not sure that better 
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gained by selecting a growing man. [If Latin and Greek are 


hold their own in secondary educationkadical changes will have to bepf 


Sected.Greek is on a fair way to become a college subject. In the big 


preparatory schools in the east it is stil! on the curriculum. Here it 
disappeared.An experience of ten years has convincedme that an hour o 
instruction per day for two years in college will give even an average 


4 ; a ? ; 
student a ATN pa TS - I .wonder just how long the Toronto 
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ical can survive in its present form.The Classical teacher instead 
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ordinary H.S. is obliged to teach a variety of subjects outside of LAtin 
It ought to be possible in college to combine Latin with French and Englis/ 


Either is a natural combination. Two or three years of Greek begun in 
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Colhaceovttlwdofumntebsdkeiretntiskferbackground for Lattin culture.This 
Cotlege wtild. fem h a nullable rs 
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| have had some part in a movement here to reorganize tne con ent of t hi 
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: he S.0 counters much opposition but progress 
Latin coursés in the H One a@ncounters muc! g 
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‘ort of centraliz system it would be 
beine made. !f only we had some sort of centralized system it 
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wamante in operation but perhaps it would be harder 
much easier to put improvements in operation but perhaps i 


® 1 8 ' . = f wT 7’ : FE 12a and 
Ers Bonner joins me in best wishes for the new yeai for Lady+Falconer 


yourself. We hope that your boys have completely recovered . 


